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Course Outline Service, CLEAR, CUHK

Gender and Literature

	Course Title:  Literature and Gender



	Description: What does it mean to write as a woman or to write as a man? What is the relationship between sex and gender? How has feminism changed our understanding of literature and our reading of maleness in literature? These are some of the questions this course will investigate. We will read a variety of literary works from different genres and different periods. If gender in Western literature is regarded as the whole matrix of stereotypes and practices that the sexed body must assume in society, then literature can help us to read gender not as a binary opposition but as a continuum. We will focus on such themes as the heroic quest narrative, unrequited love and the novel’s role in the emergence of the female writer. This course will introduce the main arguments made by feminist critics and philosophers writing on gender and literature and it will plot important changes in the history of the representation of gender.



Content, highlighting fundamental concepts
	Topic
	Contents/fundamental concepts

	1. Introduction to Gender and Literature:
Different approaches to Gender

2. Man and Woman

Historical background: 

Ancient Greece and Rome. The Bible. 
3. Courtly Love:
English Court Poetry. Shakespeare.
Gender Theory 1 – Psychoanalysis (Freud)
4. Metaphysical Poetry. A gendered debate: John Donne and Katherine Phillips.
               Gender Theory 2 – Nancy Chodorov & Melanie Klein (Feminist responses to Freud)
5. Female Friendship

Women poets and female friendship

        Gender Theory 3 – Introducing Feminism
6. The nineteenth century novel and the rise of the woman writer. 

         Gender Theory 4: The “Male Gaze”
7. The Boy

The representation of boyhood
          Gender Theory 5: Masculinities
8. The Girl

The representation of girlhood, 

          Gender Theory 6: Performativity 
9. The Young Man

10. The Young Woman

11. Homosexuality and Transgendered Writing
Queer Theory: Judith Butler and Michael Warner
12. The Popular, the Perverse and the Pornographic
13. Review
	· Defining important terms we will use throughout the course. What is gender? What is sexuality? How can literature inform our understanding of these notions? Introducing the history of gender and sexuality.
· Michel Foucault on sexuality. 
Responses: Eavan Boland ”Anorexia”, Aemilia Lanyer, Carol Ann Duffy “Little Red Cap”. 

· Sir Thomas Wyatt: “Whoso list to hunt,” “They flee from me”
William Shakespeare: “Th’ expense of spirit in a waste of shame,” “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun”. Sigmund Freud: “The Horror of Incest”
· John Donne, “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning,” “To His Mistress Going to Bed”. 
Katherine Phillips: “A Married State,” “Friendship’s Mystery, To My Dearest Lucasia”.
Andrew Marvell: “To His Coy Mistress”. 
Nancy Chodorow: “The Reproduction of Mothering”
· Christina Rossetti “Goblin Market”; “Practicing” Marie Howe; “What is Love?” Mary Anne Lamb.
Begin reading Pride and Prejudice.

Simone de Beauvoir: from The Second Sex
Suggested Further Reading:
Alfred Lord Tennyson, “The Woman’s Cause Is Man’s”(http:/www.everypoet.com/archive/poetry/tennyson)  
· Jane Austen: Pride and Prejudice
Jacques Lacan: “The Mirror Stage as Formative of the I Function”
· Frank O’Connor: “My Oedipus Complex”
Thomas Mann: “Death in Venice”
Raewyn Connell: from Masculinities
· Katherine Mansfield, “The Garden Party”

Katherine Anne Porter “Rope”
· Ernest Hemingway, “The Capital of the World”, James Baldwin, from Giovanni’s Room
· Virginia Woolf, “The New Dress”. 
· Eileen Chang, “Sealed Off”. 
· Julia Kristeva: “About Chinese Women”

· Start reading Elfried Jelinek’s The Piano Teacher
· Allen Ginsberg, “Old Love Story” http://www.gay-art-history.org/gay-history/gay-literature/.

Elizabeth Bishop, “In the Waiting Room” http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/1521
Extracts from Jean Genet, The Thief’s Journal
Jenny Finney Boylan, She’s Not There: A Life in Two Genders
· David Foster Wallace “Big Red Sun” 
· From Fifty Shades of Grey

· From De Sade
· On Pornography



Assessment scheme
	Task nature
	Description
	Weight

	Class Presentation + Handout (2 pages) 
Attendance & Participation
Term Paper I

Term Paper II

Class Test

	Oral presentation followed by facilitating of class discussion
4-5 pages, font size 12, double-spaced essay

8 pages, font size 12, double-spaced essay

Short in-class test in second last week of term

	10%

5%

30%

45%

10%


	Course Texts
R. W. Connell (2002) Gender (Polity Short Introductions), London: Polity [Strongly Recommended] 
Jane Austen. Pride & Prejudice (Signet Classics is fine!)
Course Reader: available from the English Dept. office for photocopying
All poems and stories we study are on the course reading list and should be either downloaded or photocopied from English Dept. originals 

Suggested Further Reading

Simone de Beauvoir (1989) The Second Sex, London: Vintage.

Germaine Greer (2002) The Female Eunuch, New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux

Virginia Woolf (1991) A Room of One’s Own, London: Harcourt

Elaine Showalter (1998) A Literature of Their Own: British Women Novelists from Bronte to Lessing. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Luce Irigaray (1985) This Sex Which Is Not One. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.

R. W. Connell (2005) Masculinities, University of California Press, Berkeley.

Michel Foucault (1990) The History of Sexuality: An Introduction, Vintage: London.

Oscar Wilde (1976) De Profundis and Other Writings, Penguin: London

Films, documentaries, etc

Peter Jackson, Heavenly Creatures (1995)


All lectures will be uploaded to CUForum
Feedback for evaluation

	Feedback for evaluation:

All the topics covered will be posted on CUForum, where classmates can read it and comment on it in advance of each week’s tutorials    

Announcements will also be posted on CUForum  

Tutorials

Students will also be expected to discuss the topics raised at lectures in more detail in their tutorials. The tutorials will also allow students to bring up questions they forgot to ask during lectures.  




Teachers’ or TA’s contact details

	Professor/Lecturer/Instructor:
	

	Name:
	O’Sullivan, Michael

	Office Location:
	Room 318 Fung King Hey Building

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	osullivan@cuhk.edu.hk


A facility for posting course announcements

	All course announcements will be posted well in advance on CUForum. Check the site regularly for updates.




Academic honesty and plagiarism 

	Please read carefully the information regarding academic honesty on the following website:  http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/   

Fill in the declaration form and attach it to your paper.
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